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^Tmtle house-father had vanished, 
kind iu r verv quickly attired 


— - — — • A 1 if tic nu u3U *11 > 

„ antiin e our kind » ar very quickly attired 

J^Wfi*** "° uscrS Simi '“ r in CO ' OUrto 

■ ? nature, tl,ls ‘ tho roughly at his ease ; this, 

boyish & moment the g»“? acte d on his nerves, and 

graceful, delicate act 1 ° , h “ long journey better than all the 

revived his spirits after than the exquisitely-cooked 

easy ..chairs in the room, a AIpbon se chatted away, and 

dinner that foH°» ed ' “ he most charming anecdotes to his 
laughed, and recounted attjred in their faultless 

partners right and hjmse|f tho roughly, and made all the 

gala finery. He enjoy because within him a certain 

others enjoy themse ' -a’ been moved by this original touch of 
unseen heart-spring nau The quality which makes an 

his friend’s hospita ity. • — is nothing else than one 

excellent gracet-brotherly love-.hat charity so 

» f ‘.V, I ''described on” the sacred page, as “seeking not her 
““being puffed up.” It must exist in the heart of both 

^'“Your child,” remarked a lady, who, with her little ones, 
was enjoying a very happy holiday at her old school-fellows 
country house, “ your child has decidedly inherited the art of 
entertaining her friends. I never beheld such a perfect little 

hostess.” 

« Ah,” was the rejoinder, “ but that is because your children 
possess the talent of being good guests. I must say, I never 
met with young people so easy to amuse.” 

But it was neither a carefully-studied art, nor yet an) 
inherited talent, which made that visit so very delightful a 
round,” as the Americans say. The real cause was that botr 
hosts and guests, young and old, had come together that day 
each with the firm resolution to give pleasure, not to snatch it 
to think of other people’s enjoyment before that of self ! 


The Influence of Elder Brothers. 

By Major Seton Churchill. 


uring the late Egyptian war Lord Wolseley decided to 
break the enemy s line of communication between Cairo and 
Alexandria at a place called Tel-el-Kcbir. But the enemy 
had entrenched themselves strongly, and so a direct assault 
in open day would have resulted in a frightful loss to the 
attacking party. He decided, therefore, to strike a quick 
sharp blow in the early hours of the morning. But a night- 
march to reach the spot was no easy task, and whoever & led 
the army would have to do so by aid of the stars. As 
naval officers have much experience in navigating ships by 
this means, it was decided to appoint one of them to lead 
the troops. Unfortunately, in the action that took place this 
officer was mortally wounded. When Lord Wolseley was 
informed of it he went to his side, took his hand, and attempted 
to express regret at his sad fate. The young fellow looked 
up and said : “ Oh, General, did I not lead them straight.” 
The dying moments of that young officer were comforted by 
the thought that he had done his duty in leading straight 
those who were, in a way, committed to his charge. This 
illustration is capable of wide application, as has been shown 
by the frequency with which it has been used, but perhaps it 
could not be better utilised than in the application of it to 
the influence that elder brothers have in leading their younger 
brothers straight, or otherwise, in the battle of life. 

Perhaps parents and others who have to do with the training 
of large families do not sufficiently realise what an enormous 
influence for good or for evil elder brothers have on the future 
destinies of the younger members of the family. The ministry 
of elder brothers is a very sacred office, for on its exercise 
depend very great results. An old man, now holding a \crj 
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498 — ' " ~Z irrh once remarked to me, i n 

. lir national Chuj > for ma ny years been 
high position^ e ° ldcst brother, ^ him . Had it not been 

speaking of p you what . ver y different. In this 

dead, “ I cann ° , iaV e been but how often, alas, the 

for him I the younger st * ^ haSj thr0 ugh f orce of 

case the eld J ^ wa y, and crooke d paths of sin and 

results are youn ger into . flucnce is for good or f or 

example. * »&«, however .‘^“ mportant facto,- in « he 
temptati • eCO gnise that - . j| j s the influence of 

evi', we '^education of every U * * an authority 

,r ‘ Tl« son who, Often influence is a very 

Sle parent's *«££££, U on the whole Mr. R. D. 
difficult thing to defin = ac „ does not hit it off badly when he 
Blackmore, in “Lorna Do > ^ making people do ones will 

says, “It means for •the m ^ ^ they can command 

without knowing it and somet imes, as a last resource, 

obedience from then c autho rity. But what they 

they have to fall baC P their little ones to do as they wish 
find difficult is in of authorit y. The exercise of 

them to do without su biect as it is dependent on so 

influence is a very > ntn “*J“ b eem born to influence others, 
many conditions. Some people seem bo ^ fdlow . 

Matures" doTs they wish, and as for some, they have but to 
attempt to exert an influence and they are almost certain to 
make those whom they seek to influence do exactly what they 

do not wish. . . . ; c 

One of the conditions of being able to influence othe s , 

that there must be a certain bond of union at the outset etween 
the person who exercises the power and the peison w o ^ 
influenced. Extreme Conservatives would not be likely to 
influence extreme Radicals, as there is no bond of union. " aC 1 
political party is, however, open to influence by those who have 
sympathy with them. Parents are so far removed from t e 
children in age and education that their influence on them is 
a very great extent limited. This is, however, not the case wi 
the eldest son ; he is one of themselves among the children) 
at the same time he possesses immense advantages as a > 1 ^ 
over his younger brothers, in such things as physical strenj, 
superior knowledge, skill at games, &c. All these things, trith » 
as they may seem to the parents, and inferior ~ u “' rnpr ’* :S 1 
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appear to older people, give him a • 

those who are, from force of circumsta^c^ f SUperiorit y °ver 
every respect. The one-eyed man iTa k in “ ^ to him in 
and the “ big brother ” acquires by rlht ofVT" 2 bHnd me "> 
position. The little chap feels quite safe [he re S al 

is near at hand to fight his battles or m ^ bi S. brot ^r 
injury, though the “big brother ” in th * guard him from 

be little enough able to fight hi s own bS Parents ’ may 
others. b S ° Wn battles > let alone those of 

In the training of children there is nn 
ourselves up to oppose the laws of nature It Tt ^ ^ 

influence oven th e 

we reeogmse the fact the better, for the sooner shall “ be 
able to set to work to endeavour to enlist that influence on the 
side of law and order. The medium that may become a source 
of mischief in a household may, by judicious management, be 
made a means by which parents can act on their other children. 

mother once told me that one of her servants, on entering 
the schoolroom, heard a little chap say to his big brother**: 
I om, mother says that the world is round. Is that true ? ” 
Before the little fellow was prepared to accept such an extra- 
oidinaiy statement, so contrary to our superficial observation, 
which makes it look so flat, he wants to know whether or 
not his big brother is prepared to corroborate the statement. 

The lesson, of course, that we should learn from such an 
illustration, is the importance of taking great pains to ascertain 
that the eldest son thoroughly understands what he is taught. 
It is not that we should neglect the training of the younger 
ones for the sake of the elder one ; but that, by instructing the 
eldest thoroughly, the younger ones will have a better chance of 
being rightly taught. 

It is not, however, merely in intellectual matters that stress 
should be laid on the thorough training of the eldest son, as 
there is a subject of vastly more importance, and that is, the 
moral training. In the ordinary school curriculum, as a rule, all 
pass through the same mill, and attend the same governess, the 
same master, or the same school, &c., so that the younger ones 
soon get to learn if the “big brother is wrong. The great 
charm of home life is the moral training, which often is so 
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, nls and here it is j .^ ly felt. When the father 
lacking at sc u> - ^ ev il is so ^ or wrong, sooner or 

brother for g° oc erta in things a S elder brot i ier) by the 

or mother say t ^ be ma de stion may not be p ut 

later the app f this is so. J the elder brother too 

in s ° ,Tia ' , fle direct to th never actually put are 

° r,cn g fl he H“"' many q " A but in acts. It matters 

« - ^ — Tf r the 

even at the tende.est a tfons have relat.on to some 

answers given problems of life. When the eldest son 
0 f the great moral pro ^ father and mother, how very 

corroborates the teaching .. than it WO uld be when the 

mudl easier *e P^en . $ a| , , he other way. In young 

influence of the eiaei of im i t ation, an instinct which 

children there ts ™ ' ibility to the possessor. It is 

is fraught with ter Qnes fl nd j t so easy to convey 

through that rnstmc ^ ^ not that children imitate 

lessons to the lit » , i master’s task would be a very 

X doubtless given for the 

difficult o . b utilised for terrible evils, and it 

isThere^hat the influence for good or for evil of the elder brother 
is so powerful. Whatever he does the others will want to , 
whether it is right or wrong. 

What increases the responsibility of the elder brother is 
fact that he is sowing seeds in young hearts for good or or 
evil, that have such far-reaching results. It is said that in 
olden days a wily abbot was very anxious to secure a certain 
field, and, as the owner was unwilling to part with it, he tal ^ ec 
him over into letting him have it, in which to sow one crop. 
Having got it for a single crop, he sowed acorns, which produce 
oak trees, that last for centuries. That field was never restore 
to its owner. The seeds that elder brothers are able to sow * n 
the hearts of their younger ones produce crops that last a 1* c 
time. Later on in life the sower may regret that the seed sow 11 
was so bad, but regrets are then of no avail. His period 
m uence does not last for ever, and the boys become y oU ^® 
men, and pass beyond the reach of his influence. But * 
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crops remain, and they bear testimony to the na » ~ f ~ 
seed sown, whether for good or for evil a ° f the 

say that, humanly speaking, they owe all that • T" 7 Can 

to the influence of an elder brother who hH , S0 ? d in thcm 
voumr to a knowIprW . ’. . helped them when 


young to a knowledge of those principles wSY , ^ 

buofbec did not lead 

example, led them into the mire of moral pollution * 

Younger brothers when they first come home from school 
often make a confidant of an elder brother, and thus thffit 
leach his ears that are never known to the parents. The power 
of sympathy that the elder may exhibit or withhold at this time 
often has great results. When young lads are initiated for the 
first time into all the mysteries of school life, they often see and 
hear much that is evil, which they know to be wrong, and 
against which at first their better nature rebels. They return 
home, and if they find sympathy from an elder brother in their 
efforts to resist evil, they return to school strengthened and 
encouraged, to throw in their lot on the side of right against 
wrong. If, however, as is sometimes the case, they find 
themselves laughed at by their elder brothers, they feel 
discouraged, and on returning to school they fail to exhibit that 
moral courage that a little sympathy might have developed in 
them. 

It is said that when the Italians were fighting for their 
national liberty the sympathy that they received from the 
English, though not a single British soldier was landed in Italy, 
cheered up the patriots. The enthusiastic way in which we 
received their leader Garibaldi showed how thoroughly the 
English heart beat in unison with those who were nobly fighting 
for their country. As it is in national conflicts, so is it in the 
moral and spiritual conflicts through which we have to pass, and 
sympathy exhibited to us by those to whom we are accustomed 
to look up ever proves itself to be a tremendous pouei to 
encourage and cheer us. The individual may not be at hant 
counsel or to speak, but the simple knowledge that we m\c or 
whom we respect, and to whom we naturally oo\ U P» " 
takes an interest in us, and who will be pleasec to ear c 
victories over evil, has in itself a very stimu ating e ec / 
a case of a young roan who had a friend who pract.cally held 
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— - — # hcsc two were separated 

r a brother to llllT1, . eV ji ; in two of our great 
the relationship o wagin g war vv ^ tho ugh he was very 
by many nj ,le ’ The younger of that he derived the very 
English ones- ^ the othe r, told that his friend took a 

seldom able f the kno S an d then wrote to 

greatest assistance ^ ^ an d now 

sympathetic^ ^ ^ conflictJ'>d 1 c S1 considcred whether parents 

'"“he V'ion '•emams *o ^ donc to cultivate this 

H not do more than son an d the younger brothers. 

relationship between the <t results migh t not be good, and 

or coarse, in some .“’S appointed. But m many cases the 

,he parents might be d I P exists, might be utilised 

natural relationship, watchful eye of a loving mother 

for a good P“ r P°f t soo n become evident if the first- 

or a judicious father, u kind over his younger brothers, 

born has an influence > jealousy between the firstborn 

Without creating any J micrht aim t o inspire their eldest 

a " d sens! of moral responsibility, pointing out ways 

son with a sense influence those junior to him- 

a " d m p“ i0 Lnce, if one of the younger boys was found to 

S eif. tor insta , animal, it would of course 

L” h Xy g O Ve f Xts to point out to the culprit the 
offence and possibly to punish him. But apart from this 
dealing with the boy, much more might be done by 
endeavouring to inspire the eldest son with a full sense 
the extent of the offence, which it might not be easy o 
convey to the younger one, owing 'to his incapacity to appre- 
hend the case. Having inspired him, to the best of tien 
ability, with a sense of the magnitude of the evil, it siou 
be suggested to him that he should exercise his influence 
over his younger brother, so as to avoid a repetition of t e 
offence. This would tend to develop in the eldest son a 
sense of moral responsibility, and make him feel himself to 
be a more or less important factor in the training lS 

brothers. In almost every eldest brother there exists tic 
material which, if wisely utilised, may be a great acquisiti° n 
foice on the side of law and order, and the cultivation ° 
the better instincts of the younger members of the fa 1 * 1 
en at a most impressionable age. 


From Mulberry Leaf to Satin. 

A STORY OF MISTAKEN ASPIRATION. 

BV E. E. Kitton, Author of "Los, Dorothy,” - Cross, s an, 
Losses, “ With Truth and Loyalty , ” &c. 


The row of mulberry trees and the silkworms that fed upon 
them were the sole wealth of their owner, and the sun shone 
and the rain fell upon them as though sun and rain existed for 
no other purpose. 

The mulberry leaves as they were pierced and lacerated 
by the teeth of the worms wondered oftentimes, “ To what 
purpose is this suffering? ” and slowly the worms fed on and on, 
destroying the green glory of the trees. Beneath them walked 
their owner and his wife. They looked up and smiled 
contentedly as they repeated the proverb, “By patience and 
perseverance the mulberry leaf becomes satin.” The trees 
looked down on them, and wondered and waited expectantly. 

There came one day a lady, fair to look upon, and clad in 
a soft sheeny robe that gave back every friendly glimmer of 
the sun. She walked beneath the shade of the boughs, and 
the owner and his wife attended her ; but with great humility. 
When she spoke they answered in meek accents, and when she 

sat they stood respectfully before her. 

“ It is the satin,” murmured the trees. “ Had it not as well 

remained a mulberry leaf?” 


I. 

“Where is the mother, Johnny?” asked Stephen Taylor 
is he entered his house somewhat earlier than usua 
ifternoon. , „ 


